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PIEDMONT-APPALACHIAN COLLEGE OF 
COMMISSIONER SCIENCE (PACCS) 
DOCTORAL CANDIDATE DEADLINES

Below, the person owning an action is in bold; however, in all cases, the candidate owns the paper’s completion and is to reach out for help if there is an adviser delay.  If the candidate paper is not received on the schedule below, it will be considered for award of the degree the following year.

July 1 – candidate to send final dissertation title to adviser and Chair of the Doctoral Candidate Review Board, if not already accepted at the candidate course.

July 15 – candidate notified by their adviser of final approval of dissertation title.

October 15 – candidate to submit an outline of the dissertation to adviser and Chair of the Doctoral Candidate Review Board.

February 1 – candidate sends first draft of dissertation to adviser for editing.  This draft should be fully written and in the correct format (ie, as complete as the candidate can make it at that point).

March 1 – adviser edits of dissertation due to candidate. 

April 1 – second draft (with adviser edits incorporated) is due from the candidate to the adviser.  After a short review (1 or 2 days), the adviser is to send to the Chair of Doctoral Candidate Review Board for distribution to the entire review board.

May 1 – all reviews of dissertations by members of the Doctoral Review Board are due back to the candidate and the adviser.

May 15 – final version of the paper in Word format is to be emailed to Chair of the Doctoral Candidate Review Board. No printed copies are requested.  

 June (typically) – Candidate attends Piedmont-Appalachian College of Commissioner Science – location TBA.  On Saturday night, candidate gives 5-minute presentation on the research project.  Sunday morning is graduation and awarding of the PACCS Doctoral certificate, neckerchief, slide.  Attendance for the full weekend is required.
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