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ABSTRACT 

 This paper is designed to provide basic information about the BSA Religious Emblem 

Program, P.R.A.Y., and the religious program Chaplaincy Challenge developed at Camp Davy 

Crockett.  If you ask a leader if they promote the Religious Emblems Program, they will either 

say they are scared to discuss religion, or they do not understand the program.  In either case, this 

paper is written as an introduction to the BSA program and what is available in the Sequoyah 

Council.  It is hoped that there will be an increase in youth and adults seeking these awards.  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 Have you ever been up till 3:00 a.m. Christmas morning putting Christmas toys together 

and said, “I wish there was an instruction manual for this thing”?  When I bought my car, it came 

with an owner’s manual. There was one that showed me where all the buttons and levers were 

located and what they did. Then there was a more detailed and complicated owner’s manual for 

all the maintenance schedules and warranty requirements. Well, did you know that your Scout 

also comes with a whole set of maintenance manuals?  

The Boy Scout Handbooks, all the way from Cub Scouts through Scouting BSA, provide 

information just like with a new car.  We have guidelines and rules to keep Scouts running well 

and well maintained.  These were the foundations that Baden Powell developed.  In Cub Scouts, 

we start out with the basics.  In Lions, we learn the Scout Oath and the Scout Law, and then we 

learn what they mean and many other skills.  Each level and rank of Scouting expands and builds 

on previously learned skills and knowledge. 

As a new parent to Scouting, it might be nice if there was an owner’s manual designed 

just for them. Truthfully, there is.  For example, take the Scout Oath “On my honor I will do my 

best to do my duty to God and My Country, and to obey the Scout Law.” The first part of the 

oath Baden Powell said that we need to have is a belief in God. The Boy Scout Religious 

Emblems Program (a voluntary part of Scouting), depending on your faith, is the introduction to 

the book of your faith, The Holy Bible, The Book of Mormon, Coran (Quran), and so forth. The 

second part of the oath is duty to “My Country.” We have the Constitution of the United States to 

guide us on how to be a good citizen. “To help other people at all times.” Your faith and the 
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Scout Law are guides for these principles. “To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake 

and morally straight.” There again, your faith and the Scout Law are guides.  It should be noted 

that the original Scout Law had ten points.  These were no single words like we use today.  

Instead, they were sentences that explained the idea (Appendix A).  All of the original points plus 

“Brave” and “Reverent” which were added as a result of Woodcraft Indians, provide a moral 

compass for all Scouts and Scouters to follow (11) (Appendix A). 

The focus of this paper is the Boy Scout Religious Emblems Program. Sir Baden Powell 

began the Boy Scout movement in England in 1908, and two years later, the Boy Scouts of 

America was incorporated on February 8, 1910. He founded the Boy Scout organization to 

promote morality and good citizenship to the rising generations. Baden Powell said, “No man is 

much good unless he believes in God and obeys His laws … First: Love and serve God. Second: 

Love and serve your neighbor.” (6). 

“The BSA maintains that no member can grow into the best kind of citizen without 

recognizing an obligation to God and, therefore, recognizes the religious element in the training 

of the member, but it is absolutely nonsectarian in its attitude toward that religious training. Its 

policy is that the home and organization or group with which the member is connected shall give 

definite attention to religious life. Only persons willing to subscribe to these precepts from the 

Declaration of Religious Principle and the Bylaws of the BSA shall be entitled to register” (8).  

All that BSA asks of its members is to affirm is a belief in God.  By signing the membership 

application, which has the Declaration of Religious Principle printed on it, the signer agrees to 

pay attention to some type of religious life. James E. West, BSA’s first Chief Scout Executive, 

helped include the Declaration of Religious Principles into the original BSA constitution and 
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bylaws (9). 

There is a Duty to God element in each rank requirement all the way from Lion to Eagle 

(Appendix B).  The Boy Scout Religious Emblems Program is a tool to help Scouts fulfill these 

requirements. “Duty to God” has always been a cornerstone of Scouting. Lord Baden-Powell 

affirmed this on numerous occasions. He once responded to a question about the importance of 

faith (religion) in Scouting by saying: “Where does religion come in? Well, my reply is … it 

does not come in at all. It is already there. It is the fundamental factor underlying Scouting and 

Guiding.”  

To further emphasize the importance of faith in American Scouting, early leaders such as 

Ernest Seaton and Dan Beard incorporated a 12th point into the Scout Law: “a Scout is reverent” 

(7).   When Baden Powell died, his tombstone did not contain a religious symbol.  It did have a 

circle with a dot in the center.  That is the trail sign representing “gone home” which might be 

implied to a “heavenly home.” 
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CHAPTER II 

THE RELIGIOUS EMBLEM PROGRAM 

 
The National Religious Relationships Committee (NRRC) 

 The committee met recently in Chicago to work on new resources which will be found on 

the Duty to God Facebook page.  It is the desire of the committee to promote the BSA Religious 

Emblems program more in 2020.  The committee would like to recruit and register more 

Council, District, and Unit Religious Emblems Coordinators.  There is a goal to include 

Commissioners in the unit contact process.  As part of the role of Commissioners asking the unit 

leaders if they participate in the Religious Emblems Program allows them to offer information as 

to how the unit might become involved in the program.  The NRRC recommends that there be a 

Religious Emblems display at a District Roundtable yearly, to add a link promoting the program 

on the District FB page, and to also have displays at other council events. 

 

Council Religious Relationships Committee (RRC) 
 
 In May 2018, the National Executive Board of the Boy Scouts of America stated: “… the 

commitment of the movement to Duty to God is unwavering and reaffirmed “… its unequivocal 

commitment to the Declaration of Religious Principle as a fundamental component of the 

mission of the Boy Scouts of America.” (9). 

 The purpose of the RRC is to help expand opportunities for all members of Scouting and 

their families.  It is designed to provide knowledge about the beliefs of the Scout’s faith but also 

to allow them to grow in their knowledge of beliefs of other religions.  A Scout’s faith is an 
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obligation as a member of a religious community.  The RRC should serve as a resource for the 

council and all units.  A very important job for the RRC is to recruit and train Chaplains / 

Chaplains Aides.  These individuals can then provide any needed religious ceremony for 

Scouting events (1). 

 Creating the committee requires a team of individuals with good public relations skills.  

This committee should have the support of a professional staff member.  It is a good idea to have 

someone who is a member of the Council Executive Committee on the committee as well.  The 

committee might draw membership from local faith-based groups, Ministerial Alliances, adult 

and youth religious award winners, and other committed volunteers. 

 The committee needs a plan of action.  This might include encouragement of religious 

celebrations, development of nonsectarian worship guides, youth and adult teams to present 

worship ceremonies, or faith-based social activities. 

 

Program of Religious Activities for Youths (P.R.A.Y.) 

“Religious emblems are not Scouting awards; however, the BSA encourages its members 

to participate in religious emblem programs and allows its members to wear these emblems on 

their uniforms.” (USSSP). The BSA espouses no official religion.  It recognizes that each 

religious institution has developed its own program to meet the needs of a denomination/faith 

(3).  In 1993 the BSA established a new policy statement for the recognition by a religious 

organization.  The BSA Religious Relationships Committee requires that any religious 

organization must charter at least twenty-five units and must have a national scope (10).  The 

Religious Emblem program does encourage members to grow stronger in their faith.  There is a 
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BSA Duty to God Brochure that lists the 53 faiths that have programs (2).  This document 

provides contact information for each faith.  P.R.A.Y. has a list as well (Appendix C). 

 Individuals interested in earning one of the awards must obtain the required information 

for their religion (5).  Parents should review the material with both the youth and with the head 

of the religious organization and then make a commitment to complete the requirements.  Awards 

are by age and/or grade, and they are part of an independent program called P.R.A.Y.  These 

programs are created and administered by the various religious groups and not by BSA.  

However, each program must be approved and recognized by the national Boy Scouts of 

America (4).  The awards listed below are for those Scouts and their mentors of the Christian 

faith.  It is important to understand that youth may complete the program at each grade level.   

1. Jesus and Me – Kindergarten and Grade 1 
2. God and Me – Grades 1 – 3 
3. God and Family – Grades 4 – 6 
4. God and Church – Grades 6 – 8 
5. God and Life – Grades 9 – 12 
6. Refer to the brochure for awards of other faiths and adult awards 

 
 

Each faith prescribes the requirements for a Scout to earn the award for his/her faith.  

Adults may also earn the religious award for his/her faith.  A leadership knot for both youths and 

adults may be worn on the Scout uniform shirt.  These knots are silver on purple for youth or 

purple on silver for adults, and both may be worn on the official uniform.  It should be noted that 

the knots are BSA universal awards and do not represent a particular faith.  There are also unique 

medals for each program, which are usually worn on formal occasions (Appendix D). 

If a unit has Scouts of varying faiths, it does not mean that an individual would be unable 

to earn an award.  The opportunity to earn an award is an optional program.  Open discussion 
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among all Scouts of different faiths will allow for a better understanding of those ideas which are 

the same and those ideas which are different (8).  When emblems have been earned, it is a very 

good idea to have some type of meaningful ceremony.  The opportunity to present the award 

during a worship service, Scout Sunday, or a Court of Honor will make the event more 

meaningful. 
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CHAPTER III 

SEQUOYAH COUNCIL 

 Currently, Sequoyah Council does not have an official Religious Emblem Coordinator 

(REC).  This position is appointed by the Vice President of Program.  It is the job of the REC to 

disseminate information through training, presentations, and in coordination with the 

professional staff. This individual should raise awareness of religious emblems and increase their 

usage.  There is not a Sequoyah Council Religious Relationship Committee either.  This group is 

supposed to work directly with faith communities to coordinate the council calendar for religious 

holidays, sponsor religious retreats, and identify religious representatives (5). 

In 2018 there were over 11,230 awards earned nationally (5).  This number is just for 

those emblems that were Christian based religions.  Table 1 shows how many emblems were 

earned in Sequoyah Council from 2013 through the third quarter of 2019.  This information is 

sent to the Religious Emblems Coordinator for the council.  The number of awards represents all 

age groups.  When evaluating the data in Table 1, the total number of emblems earned overall in 

the council was down significantly in 2018.  Just the year before, the number of emblems was 

almost three times as many.  Perhaps a reason for less emphasis is the council was in the process 

of selecting a new Council Executive as well as other key staff.  The new CE did not begin work 

until June 2019.  The downward trend in the number of emblems appears to be continuing for the 

year 2019.  One of the possible reasons for the lower number of emblems is that units are not 

recording them with P.R.A.Y.  This may be either a cost factor or a recording factor.  The 

emblems are expensive, and it is possible that individuals do not want to spend the extra money.   
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   Table 1. Religious Emblems Earned through P.R.A.Y. by year in the     
   Sequoyah Council. 

 
YEAR EMBLEMS EARNED 
2013 94 
2014 80 
2015 88 
2016 89 
2017 105 
2018 44 

2019 (through the 3rd quarter) 24 
 
 
 One of the most significant enhancements to the council promotion of “Duty to God” has 

been the Chaplaincy program at Camp Davy Crockett.   

Sequoyah Council has developed a strong religious program for Camp Davy Crockett.  

The Chaplain Award requirements are listed in the Leaders Guide for Camp (Appendix E).  The 

patch consists of a center patch and four tabs surrounding it (Appendix F).  This program has 

been developed over the last three years.  Tables 2, 3, and 4 contain the data for the six weeks of 

camp each of the last three years.  The camp chaplain keeps records of each youth and adult who 

earns an award.  It is possible to earn the center patch and more than one tab during the week at 

camp.  Several of the camp staff have also worked on the award requirements.  Some of the staff 

have worked on the requirements for more than one year. 

When looking at the data over the last three years, there has been a downward trend in the 

number of awards that have been earned.  However, it should be noted that the number of 

campers attending Camp Davy Crockett has also been down over the same period of time.  The 

camp has just completed a major renovation of all campsites.  The sites now have cabin spaces, 

tent spaces, and hard shelters.  A new staff village has been completed, and a new dining hall is 
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currently under construction.  New program offerings are being added for the summer of 2020.  

All of these changes may encourage units to find Camp Davy Crockett an appealing location for 

their summer experience.  

 

Table 2. Camp Davy Crockett Chaplain Award Totals for 2017. 

Week Religious 
Patch 

Segment 1 
Worship 

Segment 2 
Duty 

Segment 3 
Service 

Segment 4 
Future 

Chaplain’s 
Challenge 

1 8 6 4 3 3 19 
2 16 7 6 7 6 15 
3 12 2 3 2 3 12 
4 6 5 5 4 4 5 
5 8 4 11 7 4 14 
6 22 24 25 22 3 26 

Total 36 48 54 45 23 91 
Grand 
Total 297      

 
 
Table 3. Camp Davy Crockett Chaplain Award Totals for 2018. 

Week Religious 
Patch 

Segment 1 
Worship 

Segment 2 
Duty 

Segment 3 
Service 

Segment 4 
Future 

Chaplain’s 
Challenge 

1 13 10 8 8 8 17 
2 9 5 5 2 2 6 
3 28 2 1 1 2 10 
4 7 0 1 1 1 1 
5 8 0 0 0 0 0 
6 20 16 10 1 1 22 

Total 85 33 25 14 14 66 
Grand 
Total 237      
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  Table 4.  Camp Davy Crockett Chaplain Award Totals for 2019. 

Week Religious 
Patch 

Segment 1 
Worship 

Segment 2 
Duty 

Segment 3 
Service 

Segment 4 
Future 

Chaplain’s 
Challenge 

1 8 1 3 1 1 4 
2 24 8 8 9 8 8 
3 14 1 1 1 1 1 
4 11 6 6 6 6 6 
5 10 5 3 3 3 5 
6 9 2 1 0 0 2 

Total 76 23 21 20 19 26 
Grand 
Total 185      

 
 

Interview With James Sausman 

James Sausman has been Chaplain going on 11 years for Sequoyah Council’s Camp 

Davy Crockett. James is a Baptist Minister and a retired school teacher. He has been involved 

with Scouting for many years, holding many positions from the unit level up to the council level. 

James and his wife Barbara have both received The God and Service Award. They have two 

sons. He takes the Camp Chaplain job very seriously and not only does a great job but also 

enjoys his job. During camp season for nearly two months, he does a devotional time daily 

Monday thru Friday. James conducts a vesper service on Sunday and Wednesday evenings, In 

addition to meeting with Scouts and leaders to work on the camp Chaplains Program. On 

Fridays, he presides over a Horseshoe Tournament and a Bible Trivia Contest. James lives not 

far from camp. and is. He lets campers and staff know that he is always available, any time day 

or night, should they need to talk with him. He has counseled campers about everything from 

religious questions to dealing with a family experiencing a death back home. As Camp 

Commissioner, part of my duties are to work with and assist our Chaplain. I consider James a 
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friend and a pleasure to work with. James is very active in Scouting and works with a Cub Scout 

Pack and a Scout Troop. He promotes the Boy Scout Religious Emblems Program and recently 

presented over twenty awards and two God and Service Awards. 
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CHAPTER IV 

OVERMOUNTAIN DISTRICT 

 We have two Religious Emblem Coordinators (REC) in Overmountain District.  They 

were appointed by the District Chairperson.  These individuals promote the P.R.A.Y. four 

segment “Duty to God” (Appendix D) program in addition to assisting units with the emblems of 

their faith.  The “Duty to God” patch program simply requires a participant to explain what a 

commitment to God might be.  The program has a video that may be shown at a unit meeting or 

other Scouting event.  Additionally, the Scouts make some form of commitment to doing an 

activity demonstrating that they have kept their Oath or Promise to do their “Duty to God.” 

 At the district level, the REC is often called upon to deliver an opening prayer at 

Roundtables, banquets, or other district events.  Often the REC will talk with Chaplain’s Aides 

and provide assistance with planning unit worship services.  As part of their job, the REC will 

talk with Chartered Organizations about promoting the program to the unit as a whole.  The REC 

often asks clergy to assist units that would like to promote the emblems program. 

It is very important for the REC to establish yearly SMART goals for growth.  These 

goals might be the number of congregations promoting religious awards, the number of adults or 

youth who have earned awards, and the number of “Duty to God” presentations that were made.  

The coordinator should also recognize all emblem recipients at yearly district banquets. 
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CHAPTER V 

RECOMMENDATIONS / SUMMARY 

 There are a number of ways that the council might increase the number of religious 

emblems awarded each year.  The creation of a Religious Relationships Committee should be the 

first step.  The second suggestion would be to have a link on both the council’s Facebook page 

and its website promoting the emblems.  This might simply be a link to P.R.A.Y. A second idea 

would be to develop a list of the names of Scouters who have already earned their emblems and 

ask them to work as counselors to those who have not earned an award in their unit.  The 

creation of a mobile religious display that could be circulated from district to district promoting 

“Duty to God” would significantly aid in promotion of the program. 

In conclusion, I have witnessed the positive impact that a duty to God has had on Scouts.  

The basic foundations of religion that Baden Powell brought forth in the development of the 

Scouting movement exist today.  The practices and interpretations have changed with the passing 

of over 100 years but, a belief in a higher power was and still is the key to developing a young 

person’s strong sense of value. It is the responsibility of all Scouters to provide opportunities for 

Scouts to develop a deeper understanding of the beliefs of their individual religions.   
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