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ABSTRACT 

 All too often, people have asked what is that knot on your Scout shirt is and most of the 

time that is very simple to explain to them. For the most part, fellow Scouters already know what 

that knot is and do not ask. However, there is one knot in particular, that has been identified as 

one type of knot and most of the time they are incorrect. The reason for this is because this knot 

is the community organization award. This award has been utilized for one of eighteen different 

organizations. So, when a person is awarded this knot, you have a one in eighteen chance in 

getting it correct. 

This paper will cover the different organizations that participate in the community 

organization award, the process for each organization and will provide you with the needed 

information for the award. Furthermore, there is an organization that has a very deep tie to 

Scouting, the Daniel Carter Beard Masonic Scouter Award. An in-depth insight of this award is 

covered as well as other organizations that stem from it. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 Many people have written about Scouting knots that are on their shirts. So, you would think 

that most Scouters already know what the knot is, but that is not always the case. There are knots 

that have only one meaning and only represent one achievement for that knot. At one point you 

could earn a knot for Tiger Cub Den Leader award, Cub Scout Den Leader Award, and a Webelos 

Den Leader award but not anymore. These awards have been discontinued and replaced with one 

award, the Den Leaders Training Award. Where it was clear in the past on what the knot was 

awarded for has become more complex. You are not sure which one this was awarded for without 

asking. 

This is similar to other existing knots. One of which is the community service award. As 

with a "community" many are involved. I have this community service award and have been asked 

many times what it was. I have even been told that the knot was for a particular organization, they 

were correct some of the time and wrong the other times. To be fair to all, they are all correct to 

some degree. 

I want to explore the various organizations that participate in this award and their 

requirements. You may be surprised on some of the organizations that participate and may see 

some that makes sense to you. This award does not have the awareness that it should have and this 

paper is to inform you of the extent and participation of organizations. Furthermore, I will cover 

the organization in which I have been awarded this knot and a little history of it. Other 
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organizations may not be directly related to awarding the knot, but for those that have been 

awarded it can join together to promote great values. 
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CHAPTER II 

DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION AWARDS 

 

AFL/CIO: George Meany Award 

“It is estimated that one out of every four top unit leaders of Cub Scout packs, Boy Scout 

troops, Varsity Scout teams, and Venturing crews in the United States is a union member. That's 

a lot of union Scout leaders. Thousands of other union members serve youth through the Boy 

Scouts of America in local districts and councils, and on the regional and national levels. 

In recognition of their contributions to America's future, the AFL-CIO Executive Council 

established the George Meany Award. It recognizes union members—men and women—who 

have made a significant contribution to the youth of their communities by volunteering in the 

programs of the BSA. The award is named for the AFL-CIO's first president, who gave strong 

support to Scouting over the years. 

Since the George Meany Award was introduced in 1974, more than 2,600 have been 

presented by AFL-CIO central labor councils and state federations throughout the U.S. The 

award, a recognition approved by the national AFL-CIO Executive Council, gives organized 

labor an opportunity to recognize members for their service to youth, and also makes the public 

aware of the important role union member’s play in the community.  

George Meany Awards may be presented annually by each AFL-CIO central labor 

council and by each AFL-CIO state federation. The central labor council will select its own 

recipients. Applications may be obtained from your AFL-CIO central labor council, state 
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federation, or your area's AFL-CIO Community Services liaison, or from your BSA local council 

or the Program Impact Department, S209, Boy Scouts of America, 1325 West Walnut Hill Lane, 

Irving, TX 75038. The recommended procedure for selecting a recipient of the George Meany 

Award is as follows: 

The central labor council invites all local unions to submit their candidates for the award. 

Any person, group, affiliated council, or local union may nominate a Scouter/member for the 

George Meany Award. The nominees may be submitted through their local unions or directly to 

the labor council. In any event they must have the local union's recommendation as well as BSA 

council certification. The central labor council makes the final selection of its recipients from the 

candidates submitted. The selections and approvals are normally the responsibility of the 

Community Services Committee of the central labor council in conjunction with the Executive 

Board. The central labor council forwards the recipient's completed application, containing all of 

the appropriate signatures and the processing fee, to the Program Impact Department. Labor 

Relationships will mail the medal, certificate, patch, and all appropriate materials.” (7) See 

Appendix A for application. 

 

Alpha Phi Omega: Herbert G. Horton Youth Service Award 

“In recognition of a Brother of Alpha Phi Omega (AΦΩ), National Service Fraternity 

who has made contributions to America’s future as participating citizens through the principles 

of Scouting and the Scout Oath and Laws. Alpha Phi Omega, National Service Fraternity has 

established the Alpha Phi Omega (AΦΩ) Herbert G Horton - Service to Youth Award. It 
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recognizes Brothers of Alpha Phi Omega, National Service Fraternity, who are in good standing 

that have made significant contribution to the youth of their communities by volunteering in the 

programs of the Boy Scouts of America. 

AΦΩ honors Herbert G. Horton’s memory, and the dedicated service he and other 

Brothers have given to Scouting by naming this award after him. The Alpha Phi Omega (AΦΩ) 

Herbert G Horton - Service to Youth Award is a Boy Scout Community Organization Award, 

used by community organizations to honor their volunteers for Scouting.  Recipients are 

presented a medallion on a neck ribbon and may wear the generic Boy Scout Community 

Organization Award Square Knot. The National Scouting and Youth Services Committee of 

Alpha Phi Omega, National Service Fraternity, invites chapters, recognized geographical or 

Chapter alumni association, alumni volunteers or elected officers to submit candidates for this 

award. The cost of the award will be borne by the recommender. (The official nomination form 

must be used.) Those interested in nominating someone for the award should log in to the APO 

web site and/or contact the APO National Office for the form. 

The recommender must complete the application and submit an attached page explaining 

the candidate’s qualifications for the award. The recommender must have the application 

approved and verified by the local Council, indicating that the candidate is currently registered as 

an active Scout leader. The recommender should then have the application sent to the National 

Office of Alpha Phi Omega, along with $40 for the award, for submission to the National 

Scouting & Youth Services Committee. The Committee Chair or a select subcommittee of that 

committee will then determine if the candidate is qualified. If so, they will authorize the National 
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Office of Alpha Phi Omega, National Service Fraternity, to send to the recommender the 

award/regalia for presentation to the recipient. The National Office of Alpha Phi Omega, 

National Service Fraternity will be instructed to forward the information on the recipient to the 

Boy Scouts of America, Relationships Division, for the official record of recipients. 

The award will be presented to active, alumni, advisory, or honorary Brothers of Alpha Phi 

Omega. Who are currently a registered Scouter and are active in a Scout unit, Local Council, or 

on the Area, Regional or National Levels of the Boy Scouts of America, and who have displayed 

outstanding dedication to the Scouting program. Their activities in Scouting should include:  

• Exemplifying the principles and values of Scouting and our Fraternity 

• Developing Scouting units and recruiting Scouting volunteers 

• Strengthening the relationship between Alpha Phi Omega and Scouting, which might 

include: helping Chapters or Alumni Associations charter Cub Scout Packs or Boy Scout 

Troops or Venturing Crews serving as a leader to units chartered to Chapters or Alumni 

Associations helping Chapters charter themselves as Venturing Crews serving as a 

Chapter’s Scouting and Youth Services Advisor 

• Assisting Chapters or Alumni Associations in developing a Scouting & Youth Services 

program and working with local Scouting units & councils, which might include events 

such as Merit Badge Universities. 

• Promote Alpha Phi Omega within the Scouting community, including organizing or 

manning AΦΩ Info Booths at Scouting events 

• Promote Scouting within Alpha Phi Omega 
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Work accomplishment and dedication, rather than a specific number of years in Scouting, 

will be the criteria for this award. Promoting and strengthening the relationship between AΦΩ 

and Scouting is an important part of this award. Thus, a Scouter who has little or no current 

involvement with AΦΩ will most likely not be considered for this award. Alpha Phi Omega 

(AΦΩ) Herbert G. Horton - Service to Award will be presented annually at a Regional 

Conferences or at the National Convention by a member of the National Scouting and Youth 

Services Committee. Recognition of previous and recent recipients of this award should be made 

at subsequent AΦΩ Section Conferences, Regional Conferences, and National Conventions. 

In addition, a presentation may be made at a BSA local council or district function, such 

as an awards dinner or an annual meeting. The Alpha Phi Omega (AΦΩ) Herbert G Horton - 

Service to Youth Award is a BSA Community Organization Award, used by community 

organization to honor their volunteers for Scouting. Recipients are presented a medallion on a 

neck ribbon in the Fraternity colors, a certificate and lapel pin, and if a BSA member, may wear 

the generic Boy Scout Community Organization Award Square Knot.” (1) See Appendix B for 

application. 

 

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity: Good Turn Service Award 

“The Alpha Phi Alpha (ΑΦΑ) Good Turn Service Award (also known as the Good Turn 

Service Award and often abbreviated as APA-GTSA) is a distinguished service award of Alpha 

Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Recipients of the APA-GTSA are active and registered members of 

both Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. and of the Boy Scouts of America (BSA). The award is 
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given to both volunteer and professional Scouters that implement the Scouting program while 

promoting, supporting, and/or strengthening the relationship between the two organizations. 

The award was approved by the National Community Relationships Task Force, a 

subcommittee of the National Community Alliances Committee, on October 11, 2010 at the 

National Executive and Committee Meetings of the BSA. The award was officially adopted by 

the Board of Directors of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. on April 1, 2011. The first recipients 

were honored at the national Alpha Phi Alpha 105th Anniversary / 91st General Convention 

during the fraternal luncheon on June 23, 2011, in Chicago, Illinois. 

The medal consists of a black and gold fleur-de-lis with two gold stars, a gold eagle with 

seven black stars above both the name and the Greek letters of Alpha Phi Alpha, a trefoil under 

the gold eagle with the words Good Turn inside of the trefoil, suspended from a black and yellow 

ribbon. The mission statement of Alpha Phi Alpha is inscribed on the back with the first letters of 

brotherhood, service, and advocacy underlined reminding the recipients of their commitment to 

the BSA. Recipients receive a certificate signed by the General President and Chairman of the 

National Alpha Phi Alpha Boy Scout Committee. Recipients are then presented with a 

Community Organization Award square knot, a gold square knot with a purple background and a 

gold border, for the BSA uniform.” (11)  See Appendix C for application. 

 

American Legion: American Legion Scouting Award 

  “This award is designed to recognize American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, or 

Sons of The American Legion members who are actively involved in the Scouting program. This 
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award is not meant to be a selective or limited award, but one that is available to any American 

Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, or Sons of The American Legion member who completes the 

requirements for the award. The award is meant to recognize dedication and work required by an 

American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, or Sons of The American Legion member to assist 

in furthering the Scouting program in The American Legion.  The award consists of the gold on 

purple square knot badge with a gold border and a suitable certificate. It is expected that American 

Legion, American Legion Auxiliary or Sons of The American Legion members will work to 

provide the maximum impact of The American Legion’s support of the Scouting program and to 

achieve maximum visibility. 

To be considered for this award, the candidate must be a current member of The American 

Legion, American Legion Auxiliary or Sons of The American Legion. Be registered in a Scouting 

leadership position at the Unit, District or Council level; or as a Chartered Organizational 

Representative (COR); or as a District/Council Member-at-Large; or as a Unit Commissioner. If 

serving as a Unit Leader completes five of the following: 

• Complete the Cub Scout Leader Basic Training course. 

• Complete the Boy Scout or Sea Scout Leader Basic Training course. 

• Complete the Venture Leader Basic Training course. 

• Complete the Commissioner Basic Training course. 

• Be current in “Youth Protection” training. 

• Be current in American Red Cross “First Aid and CPR”. 

• Earn the Scouter’s “Training Award”. 
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• Attend and complete a Wood badge or Sea badge training program. 

• Attend a Philmont training course. 

`  If serving as a Chartered Organizational Representative (COR), or as a District/Council 

Member-at-Large, or as a Unit Commissioner completes three of the following: 

• Attend a National Community Relationships Scouting training seminar. 

• Participate in a Chartered Organizational Representative (COR) training course 

• Complete a BSA District staff -training course. 

• Attend a Wood badge or Sea badge training program. 

• Attend a Philmont training course. 

Serve a total of three consecutive years in a Scouting leadership position at the Unit, 

District or Council level; or as a Chartered Organizational Representative (COR); or as a 

District/Council Member-at-Large; or as a Unit Commissioner. While serving in a Scouting 

leadership position at the Unit, District or Council level; or as a Chartered Organizational 

Representative (COR); or as a District/Council Member-at-Large; or a Unit Commissioner 

complete a minimum of five of the following: 

• Serve a minimum of two years as a Post Chartered Organizational Representative 

for Scouting and demonstrate success with your units in terms of growth in 

program. 

• Assist your Post, District or Department to raise funds to support Scouting. 

Participate with a local BSA District or Council Friends of Scouting fundraising 

effort. 
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• Participate as member of a BSA District or Council Membership/Relationships 

committee and represent The American Legion. 

• Assist in organizing or reorganizing a Cub Pack, Scout Troop, Sea Scout Ship, or 

Venturing Crew chartered by an American Legion Post. 

• Participate in the Eagle Scout of the Year program at the Post, District or 

Department level. 

• Make contact with Scout Troops and Venturing Crews in your area through visits, 

roundtables or other means and solicit their participation in the National High 

School Oratorical Contest, Junior Shooting Sports Program, Boys State, American 

Legion Baseball and other Americanism programs and document the results of your 

efforts. 

• Recruit manpower from your Post or District to support a Scout activity such as a 

camporee, bicycle rodeo, merit badge day or other related event to help further 

American Legion recognition in support of the Scouting program. 

• Develop and carry out or participate in an American Legion program to recognize 

the leaders of Scouting programs in your Post, District or Department. 

• Promote and coordinate the development of a network of Department American 

Legion Scouting Team members to assist in the development of Scouting within 

The American Legion. 

• Earn the Cubmaster Award, Cub Scouter Award, Den Leader Award, Den Leader 

Coach Award or Tiger Cub Coach Award. 
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• Earn the Scoutmaster Award of Merit. 

• Earn the Crew Advisor Award of Merit. 

• Earn the Scouter’s Key, Scouter’s Training Award, or Distinguished Commissioner 

Service Award. 

For approval, submit appropriate documentation (membership card, photocopies of course 

completion certificates, narrative of accomplishments, etc.) in order to fully document the 

attainment of the requirements as outlined in sections A, B, C, and D above. Obtain the written 

endorsements of your American Legion Post Commander, American Legion Auxiliary Unit 

President or Sons of The American Legion Squadron Commander and the Department Scouting 

Chairman, Department Adjutant and Department Commander that you have satisfactorily 

completed the requirements for this award. Submit the appropriate documentation and written 

endorsements to: National Americanism Commission, The American Legion, P.O. Box 1055, 

Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

The Department would arrange for presentation of The American Legion Square Knot, 

certificate and congratulatory letter at an appropriate place and time.” (2) See Appendix D for 

application. 

 

AMVETS: BSA Youth Outreach Award 

“The award is designed to recognize AMVETS members who are actively engaged in the 

Scouting program in their local communities. Any AMVETS member who is a registered 

Scouter may apply, not only those affiliated with an AMVETS chartered Scout unit. The award 
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is not meant to be a selective or limited award, but one that is available to any AMVETS 

member who fulfills the requirements for the award. Those requirements include training, 

demonstrated dedication and the work required to expand the Scouting program within 

AMVETS. The award may be presented at a Post, Department or National level. 

The award consists of a lapel pin that may be worn on AMVETS clothing or civilian 

wear, shown below, and the gold and purple Boy Scout Community Organization Award Square 

Knot, shown above, which may be worn on the Scout uniform. A certificate and congratulatory 

letter will also be provided by the National Commander of AMVETS. 

• Be a current member of AMVETS. 

• Be currently registered in a Scouting position at the Unit, District or Council 

level; or as a Chartered Organizational Representative. (COR) 

• Complete the appropriate leader basic training for the primary Scouting position 

being held. 

• Earn the Cub master Award, Cub Scouter Award, Den Leader Award, Den Leader 

Coach Award, or Tiger Cub Coach Award 

• Earn the Scoutmaster Award of Merit. 

• Earn the Crew Advisor Award of Merit. 

• Earn the Scouter’s Key, Scouter’s Training Award or Distinguished 

Commissioner Service Award. 

• Attend a Philmont or Sea Base training course. 

• Complete a Wood badge or Sea badge training program. 
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Serve a minimum of three consecutive years in a Scouting leadership position at the Unit, 

District or Council level; or as a Chartered Organizational Representative. While serving in a 

Scouting leadership position at the Unit, District or council level; or as a Chartered 

Organizational Representative assist in organizing or reorganizing a Cub Scout Pack, Boy Scout 

Troop, Sea Scout Ship or Venturing Crew chartered to an AMVETS Post. (This unit must be 

currently active.) Complete a minimum of four of the following: 

• Serve a minimum of two years as an AMVETS Post Chartered Organizational 

Representative and demonstrate success with your unit(s) in terms of growth and 

quality programs. 

• Assist your Post, District or Department to raise funds to support Scouting or 

participate with a local BSA District or Council Friends of Scouting fund raising 

effort. 

• Participate as a member of a BSA District or Council Membership/Relationships 

committee representing AMVETS. 

• Promote the AMVETS Eagle Scout Certificate program in your BSA District 

and/or Council. 

• Make contact with Packs, Troops and Venturing Crews in your District and/or 

Council through visits, Leaders Roundtables or other means to promote AMVETS 

program resources such as Americanism and AMVETS against Drugs and 

Alcohol Abuse and document the results of your efforts. 
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• Recruit manpower from your AMVETS Post or District to support a Scout 

activity such as a camporee, bicycle rodeo, merit badge day, Pine wood derby or 

other such activities to promote AMVETS community services. 

• Develop and carry out or participate in an AMVETS program to recognize 

AMVETS members who serve as leaders of Scouting in units chartered to 

AMVETS Posts, Districts or Departments. 

• Promote and coordinate the development of a Scouting network within your 

AMVETS Department to assist in the expansion of Scouting as a resource for 

serving the youth of America. 

Complete the application for consideration. Submit appropriate documentation 

(membership card, photocopies of training course completion certificates, narrative of 

accomplishments, etc.) in order to fully document the attainment of the requirements as outlined 

in each section above. Obtain the written endorsements of your Post and Department 

Commander that you have satisfied the requirements for the award. Submit the completed 

application packet to: AMVETS National Programs Department, 4647 Forbes Blvd., Lanham, 

MD 20706.” (2) See Appendix E for application. 

 

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks: Marvin M. Lewis Award 

“The Boy Scouts of America established the Marvin M. Lewis Award in 1998 in 

recognition of the Elks’ significant contributions to Scouting and the development of America’s 

youth. The Grand Lodge invites all local Lodges to nominate one candidate for the award. 
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Candidates must have the recommendation of their local Lodge and their local Scouting Council 

to be eligible. Each year eight Elks will receive Marvin M. Lewis Awards, which consists of a 

medal and ribbon, a framed certificate, a lapel pin and a square knot. When selecting their 

candidate, Lodges were asked to consider Elks who: 

• Have brought Scouting to more youth. 

• Have assisted local Elks lodges in forming Scouting units. 

• Are fully trained in the skills of Scouting and are outstanding role models. 

• Have contributed significantly to Elks and Scouting by bringing the two 

movements together to serve the community. 

• Have offered Scouting to all youth regardless of race, creed, or income 

level, and has been instrumental in organizing Scouting units, especially in 

inner-city or other low--income communities. 

The awards will be presented at the Grand Lodge Convention. Application forms may be 

obtained from Grand Lodge Committeeman, James C. Beckley, Jr., or from any state Youth 

Activity Chairman.” (2) See Appendix F for application. 

 

Department of Defense: Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal 

“The Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal (MOVSM) is an honor awarded to 

members of the armed forces who perform outstanding volunteer community service of a 

sustained, direct and consequential nature. The Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal is 

a Boy Scout Community Organization Award, used by community organizations to honor their 
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volunteers for Scouting.  Recipients are presented a medallion on a ribbon, for wear on their 

MILITARY Uniform, a Ribbon, also for wear on their MILITARY Uniform, and they may wear 

the generic Boy Scout Community Organization Award Square Knot shown above on their 

SCOUT Uniform. 

This is awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United States who, subsequent to 

31 December 1992, performed outstanding volunteer community service of a sustained, direct 

and consequential nature. To be eligible, an individual’s service must be to the civilian 

community, to include the military family community; be significant in nature and produce 

tangible results; reflect favorably on the Military Service and the Department of Defense; and be 

of a sustained and direct nature. While there is no specific time threshold to qualify for the 

Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal (MOVSM), approval authorities shall ensure the 

service to be honored merits the special recognition afforded by this medal. The MOVSM is 

intended to recognize exceptional community support over time and not a single act or 

achievement. Further, it is intended to honor direct support of community activities.” (2) See 

Appendix G for application. 

 

Freemasons: Daniel Carter Beard Masonic Scouter Award 

“The Daniel Carter Beard Masonic Scouter Award is an honor due to members of the 

Masonic Lodge who act as role models and provide dedicated service to the young men in the 

BSA. The Daniel Carter Beard Masonic Award not only supports the Masonic relationship 
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through the man who brought Scouting to America, but proclaims the integrity of the recipient 

who is honored by receiving the award. 

The Daniel Carter Beard Masonic Scouter Award is a Boy Scout Community 

Organization Award, used by community organizations to honor their volunteers for Scouting.  

Recipients are presented a medallion on a neck ribbon and may wear the generic Boy Scout 

Community Organization Award Square Knot. The award will be presented to a Master Mason 

who is currently a registered Scouter and active in a Scout unit, district, council, or national 

affiliate, and has displayed outstanding dedication to the Scouting program through: developing 

of Scouting units; assisting lodges in forming units; exemplifying the Scout Law and Masonic 

virtues; recruiting Scouting volunteers; strengthening the relationship between Freemasonry and 

Scouting. Work accomplishment and dedication, rather than a specific number of years in 

Scouting, will be the criteria for this award.” (2)  

Speaking from personal experience, this award is not very well known about even in the 

Masonic community. Having been both an active mason and an active Boy Scout leader had not 

made me aware of this award. It was through receiving it that I had become aware of it. See 

Appendix H for my award letter and certificate. 

 

International Fellowship of Scouting Rotarians: Cliff Dochterman Award 

“The Cliff Dochterman Award is an honor available to recognize an individual Rotarian or 

Rotaractor who acts as a role model and renders distinguished and dedicated service to Scouting 

through active service, leadership or other exemplary contributions to the Scout Association of his 
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or her home country; or, internationally, to any WOSM or WAGGGS recognized Scouting 

Association. A nominee for the Dochterman Award must be a Rotarian in good standing, 

nominated by a local Rotary Club, by the Governor of a Rotary District or by the International 

Chair of the International Fellowship of Scouting Rotarians (IFSR). The nominee need not be a 

registered member of any Scout association to receive the award. 

No more than one individual may be nominated by a local club per calendar year, except 

that where a Rotary Club continuously exceeds 50 members in any one year, one additional 

Rotarian or Rotaractor may be nominated by the club in that year. If the club nominates a 

Rotaractor, membership in that individual's Rotaractor Club may be used to determine eligibility 

for a second nomination. Rotary District Governors may nominate one Rotarian each year, in 

addition to nominations from the local clubs in his/her district. 

The IFSR International Chair may nominate up to three Rotarians per year to receive the 

award. In keeping with the objectives and principles of both rotary and Scouting to encourage 

character development, leadership, citizenship and personal growth for youth, this award is 

presented to a qualified Rotarian who has displayed distinguished service and outstanding 

dedication to the program of Scouting through: 

• Contributions to the character development, leadership, citizenship and personal 

growth of members of the Scouting association through programs, training or 

organization; 

• Assisting Rotary clubs in forming Scouting units; 

• Exemplifying the 4-Way Test; 
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• Recruiting and training volunteer Scouting leaders; and 

• Strengthening the relationship between Rotary and Scouting. 

Work accomplishment and dedication, rather than a specific number of years in Scouting 

or Rotary, will be the major criteria for this award. The official nomination form (available from 

the IFSR Website or from the IFSR Executive Secretary (at P.O. Box 19982, San Diego, CA 

92159-0982, USA. ) must be used and endorsed by: the Local or National Council (or District, 

depending on the country's organization) of the Scout Association, indicating that the nominee's 

service to Scouting is genuine and fairly represented by the application; and by the President of 

the candidate's Rotary Club, or the Governor of his or her Rotary District, or the International 

Chair of the IFSR.” (2) Appendix I for application. 

 

Lions Clubs International: Scouting Service Award 

“The Lions Club Scouting Service Award is an honor available to recognize an individual 

Lion within the USA who acts as a role model and renders distinguished and dedicated service to 

Scouting through active service, leadership or other exemplary contributions to the Boy Scouts 

of America OR Girl Scouts USA as an active Lion. Keeping with the objectives and principles of 

both Lions International and Scouting, the nominee must have encouraged character 

development, leadership, citizenship and personal growth for Scouting youth. Keeping with the 

objectives and principles of both Lions International and Scouting, the nominee must have 

encouraged character development, leadership, citizenship and personal growth for Scouting 

youth. 
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• Must be a Lion in good standing with his/her local club, be a current registered Lion for 

five years and be nominated by the current president of a local Lions Club and/or District 

Governor. 

• Be registered in a Scouting position at a Unit, District or Council level for a combination 

of five years; 

• Be fully trained in his/her Scouting positions and his/her Lions Club/district leadership 

positions; 

• Have strengthened the relationship between local Lions Clubs and Scouting; 

• Assisted Lions Clubs in forming new Scouting units: and 

• Exemplifies the BSA/Girl Scout Law and Lions Motto. 

The nomination must be submitted to the Lions Own District Youth/Scouting Chairperson 

for approval (or another regional approved chairperson). Awardees receive a medal suspended 

from purple ribbon and a certificate. A gold and purple square knot to wear on a BSA Scouter’s 

uniform is available when you mail in your application with payment. The award may be 

presented at the District’s Convention or District Cabinet Meeting. In addition, a presentation 

may be made at a local Scouting council or district function, such as an awards dinner or an 

annual meeting.” (2) Appendix J for application. 
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Military Order of the World Wars 

“Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) supports the Boy Scouts of America 

(BSA) and The Girl Scouts of the USA (GSUSA) as they guide youth using good examples of 

patriotism and citizenship. MOWW recognizes Boy Scout and Girl Scout excellence by 

presenting MOWW's Eagle Scout Award (BSA), Venture Summit Scout Award and Sea Scout 

Award, and Gold Award (GSUSA) Certificates of Recognition, and a presentation folder, at no 

cost (apart from shipping) as a part of BSA and GSUSA awards ceremonies. Chapters also assist 

Troops, Groups and Councils in community projects, badge programs and special recognition to 

Scouts who earn high honors, e.g., BSA's Eagle Scout and the GSUSA's Gold Award via the 

presentation of personalized MOWW certificates.” (12) Appendix K for application. 

 

National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution: Robert E. Burt Boy Scout 

Volunteer Award 

“The Robert E. Burt Boy Scout Volunteer Award is the name for an award for Scouters 

of the Sons of the American Revolution. It is an honor due to members of the SAR who act as 

role models and provide dedicated service to the young men in the Boy Scouts of America 

(BSA). The Robert E. Burt Boy Scout Volunteer Award acknowledges the service of the 

recipient to Scouting and is awarded by the National Society, Sons of the American Revolution. 

The award will be presented to a member of the SAR in good standing who is currently active in 

a Scout unit, district, or council or a member that has displayed outstanding dedication to the 

Scouting Program. Work accomplishment and dedication rather than a specific number of years 
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in Scouting, will be the criteria for this award. When selecting their candidate, chapters would be 

asked to consider members who: 

• Have brought Scouting to more youth. 

• Have assisted local chapters in forming Scouting units. 

• Have promoted or assisted in the Eagle Scout competition program 

• Are fully trained in the skills of Scouting and are outstanding role models. 

• Have contributed significantly to the SAR and Scouting by bringing the two 

movements together to serve the community. 

• Have offered Scouting to all youth regardless of race, creed, or income level, and 

has been instrumental in organizing Scouting units, especially in inner-city or 

other low-income communities. 

• Have exemplified the Scout Law and SAR virtues. 

• Have recruited Scouting volunteers. 

Candidates must have the recommendation of their local chapter to be eligible. The 

nominee must be recommended by a current member of the SAR. The recommender must 

complete the Official Nomination Form and submit an attached page explaining the candidate's 

qualification for the award. The recommender is to have the form approved by the local SAR and 

local Scouters as being supportive of Scouting. The recommender should then have the Form 

reviewed by the President of the candidate's chapter. If the applicant was found to be qualified, 

the Form will be authorized and forwarded to the chapter’s state society. The state society will 

then forward the Form to the chairman of the national society Eagle Scout Committee. The 
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national society’s committee will, on an annual basis, forward the information on awardees to the 

Boy Scouts of America, Relationships Division, as an official record of the recipients. The award 

will be presented at an appropriate ceremony of either the SAR or the Boy Scouts.” (2) Appendix 

L for application. 

 

Nonprofit Leadership Alliance (formerly American Humanics): H. Roe Bartle Training 

Award 

“The Nonprofit Leadership Alliance H. Roe Bartle Training Award is named after H. Roe 

Bartle for his visionary leadership to develop an infrastructure to create a consistent pool of 

qualified, college-educated candidates to join the professional ranks of the Boy Scouts of 

America in 1948. As a result of declining philanthropy through the Great Depression and the loss 

of qualified young men to serve as professional Scouters due to World War II, the ranks of 

professional Scouters had diminished from 1929-1948. It became clear that to sustain 

professional leadership in youth-serving nonprofit organizations, a training ground in America's 

universities had to be created. Mr. Bartle's vision spurred him to create American Humanics, 

Inc., which was rebranded to the Nonprofit Leadership Alliance in October 2010. 

Founded in 1948 by Kansas City Area Council, BSA Scout Executive, H. Roe Bartle, the 

Nonprofit Leadership Alliance (formerly American Humanics) is a national alliance of colleges, 

universities and nonprofit organizations dedicated to educating, preparing and certifying 

undergraduate, graduate, and post-baccalaureate students to strengthen and lead nonprofit 

organizations through curriculum, co-curricular community engagement and service-learning 
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activities, and internships. The Alliance currently has over 50 campus partners at colleges and 

universities nationwide, and scores of national nonprofit partners that work together to certify 

graduates as Certified Nonprofit Professionals (CNP's)! The mission of the Nonprofit Leadership 

Alliance is "to strengthen the social sector with a talented, prepared workforce." 

The Boy Scouts of America is the original national nonprofit partner of the Nonprofit 

Leadership Alliance and continues to be one of the Alliance's national nonprofit partners. In 

2009, the Nonprofit Leadership Alliance, Indiana State University, and the BSA National 

Council presented two sessions at the 2009 National Order of the Arrow Conference on college 

preparatory opportunities for a career in professional Scouting via Alliance campus partners, 

while in 2010 the Boy Scouts of America – National Council received the Nonprofit Leadership 

Alliance's National Nonprofit Partner of the Year Award. 

Becoming a CNP through the Nonprofit Leadership Alliance is the most direct route to 

preparing for and having a successful career as a professional Scouter with the Boy Scouts of 

America! The curriculum is specifically designed to give students a well-rounded education in 

nonprofit leadership and management with the intent of becoming employed in one of the 

national nonprofit partners, such as the Boy Scouts of America. Students earning CNP 

certification take courses in fundraising, financial management, volunteer management, 

membership management, outcome-based program planning and evaluation, youth development, 

board and committee development, personnel administration, marketing, public relations, 

nonprofit law, risk management, diversity, and more! Courses tend to be built around community 

engagement and service-learning projects with local affiliates of the national nonprofit partners. 
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Recognize those volunteer and professional Scouters who have earned the Nonprofit 

Leadership Alliance's Certified Nonprofit Professional (CNP) certification (or the original 

American Humanics certificate) and applied that training significantly to their volunteer or 

professional work with the Boy Scouts of America. 

• Promote the career path of professional Scouting and recognize the need for 

professional preparation in nonprofit organization management and leadership via 

higher education. 

• Promote the Nonprofit Leadership Alliance to Scouting's youth to increase 

enrollment in affiliated campus programs (A map showing campus programs: 

http://www.nonprofitleadershipalliance.org/campus/Alliance%20Campus%20Ma

p.pdf), which in turn would enlarge the pool of CNP's to fill vacancies as District 

Executives. 

• Promote the Nonprofit Leadership Alliance to Scouting's adult volunteers who 

might consider a mid-career career change from the private or public sectors to 

professional Scouting (i.e., sector-switching) on their own volition or out of 

necessity, because of the economy and loss of employment, which in turn would 

also enlarge the pool of Nonprofit Leadership Alliance certified alumni to fill 

vacancies as District Executives through post-baccalaureate certification 

processes. 

The Nonprofit Leadership Alliance H. Roe Bartle Training Award will be awarded to 

register volunteer Scouters who have been certified as a Certified Nonprofit Professional (CNP) 
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by the Nonprofit Leadership Alliance (formerly American Humanics, Inc.) and who have 

completed the following five requirements: 

• Serve for at least one year in one of the following unit, district, or council level capacities 

as an active, registered volunteer Scouter, paraprofessional, or Scout Reach Program 

Aide: 

• Chartered Organizational Representative (COR) 

• District Committee Member 

• District or Council Member-at-Large 

• Unit Commissioner 

• Formal, academic intern at the District, Council, Regional, or National level while 

earning the Nonprofit Leadership Alliance certification. 

The Nonprofit Leadership Alliance H. Roe Bartle Training Award is one of a number of 

paths to the BSA Community Organization Award. Awardees are entitled to wear the gold and 

purple square knot on their BSA Scouter's uniform. A certificate and device (small Nonprofit 

Leadership Alliance logo pin) will be awarded by the Nonprofit Leadership Alliance upon 

completion of the award. The device should be pinned in the center of the BSA Community 

Organization Award square knot. The award recipient will be responsible for taking their 

Nonprofit Leadership Alliance H. Roe Bartle Training Award Certificate to their local Scout 

Shop as evidence, so that they may purchase the BSA Community Organization square knot 

award.” (2) Appendix M for application. 
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Philmont Staff Association: Silver Sage Award 

“The Silver Sage Award is a recognition presented by the Philmont Staff Association 

(PSA) to those who have provided exceptional service to Philmont, its participants, the PSA, or 

any field of human endeavor that brings honor and credit to the legacy of the Philmont staff. The 

first awards were presented in 2005.” (2) This award is only presented by the Philmont Staff 

Association. See the appendix for an article from Philmont on it. Appendix N for application. 

 

Ruritan National Service Clubs: Scout Leader Community Service Award 

“In recognition of Ruritan’s contributions to America’s future in association with the Boy 

Scouts of America and other Scouting organizations, the Board of Directors of Ruritan National 

established the Ruritan Scout Leader Service Award. It recognizes Ruritan members in good 

standing who have made a significant contribution to the youth of their communities by 

volunteering in the programs of Scouting organizations. 

The Ruritan Scout Leader Service Award was introduced in 2005. The award, a 

recognition approved by Ruritan National, gives local Ruritan Clubs an opportunity to nominate 

Ruritan members to be recognized for their service to youth, and also makes the public aware of 

the important role Ruritan’s play in the community. The Application and Selection for the 

Ruritan Scout Leader Service Award. 

Ruritan Scout Leader Service Awards will, to the maximum extent possible, be presented 

annually at the Ruritan National convention. The Ruritan National selection committee makes 

the final determination on all recipients. The award will consist of public recognition of the 
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recipient’s accomplishments, an appropriate Ruritan recognition certificate, and authorization for 

the recipient to wear the BSA square knot patch (or other Scout organization’s recognition piece) 

on the recipient’s Scout uniform. 

Ruritan National invites all Ruritan Clubs to submit their candidates for the award. Any 

person, group, or affiliated Scout council may likewise nominate a Scout Leader / Ruritan 

member for the Ruritan Scout Leader Service Award. The nominees may be submitted through 

the local Ruritan club or directly to the Scout council. In any event, they must have the local 

Ruritan Club’s recommendation and Ruritan National’s approval (note: for awarding at the 

Ruritan National Convention, all nominations must be at Ruritan National by November 1st.). 

Ruritan National makes the final selection of the recipients from the candidates 

submitted, notifies the nominating club of the action taken, and forwards the recipient’s contact 

information to the appropriate Scouting organization’s national headquarters for recording. 

Applications may be downloaded from the Ruritan National website 

http://www.Ruritan.org, obtained from the Ruritan National Home Office at P.O. Box 487, 

Dublin, VA 24084, Phone 877-787-8727, or obtained from the Boy Scouts of America, 

Relationships Division, S226, 1325 West Walnut Hill Lane, P.O. Box 152079, Irving, TX 

75015-2079, website http://www.scouting.org.” (2) Appendix O for application. 

 

United States Power Squadrons: Raymond A. Finley. Jr. Sea Scout Award 

“The USPS Finley Sea Scout Service Award recognizes those members and honorees of 

the US Power Squadrons who are also youth or adult Sea Scout leaders, and who have provided 
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outstanding civic, educational, and fraternal leadership to both the Sea Scouts and the US Power 

Squadrons, through civic involvement, educational achievement, and active participation in both 

programs. 

The service award is named for Past Chief Commander Raymond A. Finley, Jr., who 

became a Sea Scout in 1935, and earned the highest achievement recognition in Sea Scouting, 

the Quartermaster Award, in 1939. Upon entering the Navy during World War II, Finley's Sea 

Scouting background and his engineering training at Rutgers University helped him become an 

instructor at Midshipman School, teaching engineering, knots, and basic seamanship. During 

1982-83 he served as Chief Commander of the United States Power Squadrons. 

At each USPS National Meeting, all qualifying recipients will be individually recognized 

during the Open Administrative Department meeting, and will be presented with a Plaque and 

Certificate of recognition, together with a USPS Sea Scout Service Award medal, shown above. 

The ribbon design is based upon the vertical blue and white striping of the USPS Ensign, with 

the medal fashioned after the USPS ensign and ship's wheel registered logo. 

Awardees must be present at a USPS National Meeting in order to be recognized. Once 

recognized at a USPS National Meeting, similar recognition - in person - at the recipient's 

District Conference and Squadron Change of Watch awards ceremony, is also appropriate. 

Additionally, it is intended that each recipient will also be similarly recognized at the 

immediately following BSA National Meeting, with presentation of the Community Service 

Award Certificate and uniform knot (with the USPS membership pin device), during the 

National Sea Scout and Venturing Bridge of Honor and Reception. 



Community Organization Awards	

	 31	

Upon the request of the National Administrative Officer (NAO), as ratified by the 

Operating Committee and the Governing Board, a maximum of three Awards per year may be 

presented by the Chief Commander to honorary USPS members and/or honored guests of the 

National Bridge during the USPS National Annual Meeting, or during USPS National Governing 

Board meetings. An Application Form can be downloaded from the Sea Scouting Website at 

http://www.seascout.org/for_leaders/adult_recognition/finley.pdf” (2) Appendix P for 

application. 

 

Veterans of Foreign Wars: Scouter’s Achievement Award 

“This award is designed to recognize VFW Scouters who serve on the VFW State and 

National Scouting teams for a three-year period and who accomplish the required tasks during 

this period. This award is not meant to be a selective or limited award, but one that is available to 

any VFW Scouter on the Scouting team who completes the requirements. It is our personal VFW 

award to recognize dedication and work required by a VFW team member to assist in furthering 

the Scouting program in the VFW. 

It is expected that the VFW team members will work to provide the maximum impact of 

VFW support to the Scouting program and to achieve maximum visibility for VFW efforts. 

• Service. Be registered in a Scouting position at the District or Council level: 

Chartered Organizational Representative (COR), District/ Council Member-at-

Large, Unit Commissioner. 
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• Objective: To go beyond the Post and be able to understand and influence 

Scouting in the VFW District and Department as well as at the local Council 

level. 

• Training. While a member of the State or National team: Attend a VFW Scouter’s 

training course at State or National Level. Participate in a Chartered 

Organizational Representative (COR) training course. Complete a BSA District 

staff training course or attend a Wood badge training program. Tenure. (Tenure 

starts when you join the team.) 

• Complete a total of three years as a member on the National or State Team of 

VFW Scouters. 

• Performance. While a member of the State or National teams do five of the 

following: Serve a minimum of two years as a Post Chartered Organizational 

Representative for Scouting and demonstrate success with your units in terms of 

growth in program. Help with your VFW Department or District or Post to raise 

funds to support Scouting in your Department. Participate with a local BSA 

District or Council Friends of Scouting fundraising effort. Serve on the staff of a 

Department or National training team to train VFW Scouters. Participate as 

member of a BSA District or Council Membership/Relationships Committee and 

represent the VFW. Assist in organizing or reorganizing a Scout Troop, Cub Pack 

or Venture Crew in a VFW unit. Participate in the Eagle Scout of the Year 

program at Post, District or Department level. Make contact with Scout Troops 
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and Venture Crews in your area through visits, roundtables or other means and 

solicit their participation in the Youth Essay and VOD programs and document 

the results of your efforts. Recruit manpower from your Post or VFW District to 

support a Scout activity such as a camporee, bicycle rodeo, merit badge day or 

other related event to help further VFW recognition in support of the Scouting 

program. Develop and carry out or participate in a VFW program to recognize the 

leaders of Scouting programs in your Post, District or Department. Promote and 

coordinate the development of a network of State VFW Scouting Team members 

to assist in the development of Scouting within the VFW. 

Obtain the approval of the Department Commander and Department National Team 

Scouter that you have satisfactorily completed the requirements for this award. Documentation 

will be sent to VFW National Headquarters for review and final approval.” (2) Appendix Q for 

application. 

 

Woods Services: Woods Services Award for Scouting with Special Needs 

“The Woods Services Award is national-level recognition for volunteer adults who 

provide outstanding service to Scouts with special needs. Woods Services, founded in 1913 as 

The Woods Schools for Exceptional Children, is a nationally recognized leader in services for 

people with developmental disabilities, brain injury, and mental health diagnoses, serving 1,000 

individuals annually. Woods Services is licensed by the state of Pennsylvania to provide 

educational, residential, and vocational services for children, adults, and seniors. Round-the-
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clock medical services are provided, and residents are offered a full schedule of social and 

recreational activities both on and off campus. Woods Services is located in Langhorne, 

Pennsylvania, with additional locations throughout Bucks, Montgomery, and Chester Counties in 

Pennsylvania. 

The nomination form should be sent by the local council to the Scouts with Special 

Needs Task Force, S209, at the BSA national office, by December 31 to be considered for the 

following year’s selection. A nominee shall: Be currently registered as a member of the Boy 

Scouts of America and have three or more years of service in any Scouting capacity related to 

Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and/or Ventures with disabilities. Have done all Scouting activities 

related to Scouts with disabilities on a strictly volunteer basis. One national award is granted 

each year. The award will be available for presentation by May 1 of each year. It is to be 

presented at a suitable national or regional meeting, with consideration given to the recipient's 

availability. The award, a handsome, engraved plaque, is provided each year by Woods Services. 

Recipients of the award are entitled to wear the Community Organization Award square knot 

patch shown at the top of the page.” (2) Appendix R for application. 
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CHAPTER III 

DANIEL CARTER BEARD MASONIC SCOUTER AWARD 

 The Daniel Carter Beard Masonic Scouter award is not a very well-known award, even in 

the Masonic community. With this in mind, understanding who Daniel Carter Beard is and how 

the award came to existence is the key to understanding. See Figure 1 for a picture of Daniel Carter 

Beard. 

“Daniel Carter Beard was born in 1850 in Cincinnati, Ohio. In his youth, his family moved 

to 322 E. 3rd Street in Covington, Kentucky where Beard loved exploring the banks of the nearby 

Ohio River and the Banklick Creek region south of Covington. It was during these explorations, 

that Beard developed his great love for nature and outdoors living. In 1882, Beard wrote The 

American Boy’s Handy Book, a book which gives instructions and advice on animals, outdoors, 

knots, tents, fishing and more. 

 He started an early career as an engineer and surveyor. He attended art school in New York 

City. He wrote a series of articles for St. Nicholas magazine that later formed the basis for the 

American Boy's Handy Book. He was a member of the Student Art League, where he met and 

befriended Ernest Thompson Seton in 1883. He illustrated a number of books for Mark Twain, 

and for other authors such as Ernest Crosby. 

 In 1905, Beard founded the “Sons of Daniel Boone,” an outdoor education and exploration 

program for young men. Boys were organized into “forts,” uniforms were based on the outfits of 

frontiersmen and in place of ranks or advancement, boys earned notches and top notches for 

achievements in a variety of interest areas. In 1910, Beard merged his organization (then known 
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as the “Boy Pioneers of America”) into the fledgling Boy Scouts of America and became one of 

the first National Commissioners, serving Scouting for 30 years. The Daniel Carter Beard Bridge 

spanning the Ohio River and connecting I-471 in northern Kentucky to I-71 in Ohio was named in 

his honor and dedicated in 1981.” (13)  

 “Beard also helped his sister organize the Camp Fire Girls and became president of the 

Camp Fire Club of America. Beard was a Freemason and an award for Masonic Scouters has been 

named in his honor.” (14) Bro. Beard (known by Freemasons) “was made a Mason in Mariner's 

Lodge No. 67, New York City, NY, and later affiliated with Cornucopia Lodge 563, Flushing, 

NY.” (4) “Prior to the establishment of the Distinguished Eagle Scout Award, Dan Beard was 

recipient of the first and only "gold Eagle badge" awarded at the Second National Training 

Conference of Scout Executives held in 1922 in Blue Ridge, North Carolina. Beard died on June 

11, 1941, at his home (named Brooklands) in Suffern, New York. He was buried near his home at 

the Brick Church Cemetery in Spring Valley, New York.” (14) 

 “At the June 2001, Quarterly Communication of the Freemason Grand Lodge of 

Pennsylvania, the Grand Master approved the creation of the Daniel Carter Beard Masonic Scouter 

Award. It was created with the approval of the Boy Scouts of America as a national Masonic 

Scouter award, and will be administered by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania as a service to all 

other regular Grand Lodges.” (9) 

 “At the Philmont Scout Ranch in the Northern Region, there is a staffed campsite named 

after him. At that campsite Scouts work on low impact camping and participate in team building 
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activities. The campsite is also on the edge of the Valle Vidal, and much vegetation around it is 

burned down due to many fires.” (14) 

 As of today, there are forty-eight states that participate in this award. Some states have 

chosen to not participate in this award or have changed their participation status. This is ever 

changing and should be used as a guide. You can see these listed in Table 1. It is interesting to see 

how many have been awarded the Daniel Carter Masonic Scouter Award in the councils that attend 

Piedmont-Appalachian College of Commissioner Science, Ridgecrest, NC. You can see how many 

have been awarded this in Table 2. In regards to myself, I was awarded mine in Illinois in 2012, 

but I was presented the award at Statesville Lodge 27 in 2013 by my Masons. (2, 4, 6, 13, 14) 
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CHAPTER IV 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MASONIC SCOUTERS 

 There is an association that Masons can join when they have a joint affiliation with 

Scouting called The National Association of Masonic Scouters (NAMS). This is an organization 

where fellow Masons can connect while promoting Scouting and Masonic values and was formed 

in 2013. 

 According to their web-site, their purpose is to “foster and develop support for the Boy 

Scouts of America by and among Freemasons while upholding the tenets of Freemasonry.” (8) 

They further go on to say that “This includes, but is not limited to, encouraging Masonic Lodges 

and other Masonic organizations to charter and support BSA units. NAMS will seek to provide 

opportunities for Masonic fellowship at Scouting events and encourage the awarding of the Daniel 

Carter Beard Award to deserving Masons while supporting the Scouting movement at all levels.” 

(8) 

 To become a member, download an application from their web-site, complete the 

application and send it in to Carter J. Woods, NAMS Secretary, 6327 Black Rock Lane, Hoschton, 

GA 30548-8228 with your membership dues. The membership dues are $15 dollars per year or a 

lifetime membership of $300 dollars. They also offer special patches to members that represent 

the Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts and Ventures.  
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Table 1. Participating Masonic Lodges by State. 
 

Alabama Alaska Arizona Arkansas 

California Colorado Connecticut Delaware 

District of Columbia Florida Georgia Hawaii 

Idaho Illinois Indiana Iowa 

Kansas Kentucky Louisiana Maine 

Maryland Massachusetts Michigan Minnesota 

Mississippi Missouri Montana Nebraska 

New Hampshire New Jersey New Mexico New York 

North Carolina North Dakota Ohio Oklahoma 

Oregon Puerto Rico South Carolina South Dakota 

Tennessee Texas Utah Vermont 

Virginia Washington Wisconsin Wyoming 

 

 

 

Table 2. Daniel Carter Beard Awards by PACCS Councils (as of 12/31/2015). 
 

Blue Ridge Council 5 Indian Waters 
Council 1 

Coastal Carolina 
Council 16 Palmetto Council 24 

Daniel Boone 
Council 3 Piedmont Council 7 

Great Smoky 
Mountain Council 13 Sequoyah Council 5 
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Figure 1. Daniel Carter Beard. 
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CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY 

 As you may be aware by now that there are several organizations that are participating in 

the community organization award, eighteen in fact. You were informed on the George Meany 

Award and how it is presented through the AFLO/CIO organization. The Herbert G. Horton Youth 

service award presented through Alpha Phi Omega organization. The Good Turn Service Award 

presented through the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. The American Legion Scouting award presented 

through the American Legion. The BSA Youth Outreach Award presented by the AMVETS. The 

Marvin M. Lewis Award presented by the Order of the Elks. The Military Outstanding Volunteer 

Service Medal presented by the Department of Defense. The Daniel Carter Beard Masonic Scouter 

Award presented by the Freemasons. The Cliff Dochterman Award presented by the International 

Fellowship of Scouting Rotarians. 

 This was just the first half of the organizations that have participated in the community 

organization award. Further organizations have also participated in this award like the Scouting 

Service Award presented by the Lions club. The Military Order of the World Wars have 

participated in this as well. The Robert E. Burt Boy Scout Volunteer Award presented by the 

National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution. The H. Roe Bartle Training Award 

presented by the Nonprofit Leadership Alliance. The Silver Sage Award presented by the Philmont 

Staff Association. The Scout Leader Community Service Award presented by the Ruritan National 

Service Clubs. The Raymond A. Finley JR. Sea Scout Award presented by the United States Power 

Squadrons. The Scouter’s Achievement Award presented by the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the 
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Woods Service Award for Scouting with Special Needs presented by the Woods Service 

organization. 

 The Daniel Carter Beard Award was because of Daniel Carter Beard and he aided in the 

growth of the Boy Scouts that we know and cherish today. He may not have been the pioneer that 

created Scouting, but he had contributed to the morals and values of the Freemasons in conjunction 

Scouting. This award is not that old in its existence and not many have received this award as you 

had seen in the tables but I feel it is due to the lack of knowledge of the award as well as Masons 

being involved in Scouting. Based on the Freemasons and this award, information was provided 

on the rise of an organization that networks members and continues to promote Scouting and 

Freemasonry. 

 The purpose of this work was to inform others of the various organizations that participate 

in the community organization award in the Boy Scouts. There was a lot of information provided 

in this work and it was intended to be shared and to bring awareness. Not all the organizations may 

pertain to you, but there may be an opportunity to join an organization that feels the morals and 

values in Scouting needs to be maintained and encouraged. 
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