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INTRODUCTION

i1 began mwy years in edult Scouting as a Webelos Leader. Den activities
included visits to Cemporees and other Boy Scout evenis so thet the Webelos
fub Scouts could see the opportunities that lay ahead in Seouting. When I
beceme ithe Program Cheirmar for Smoky Mountain District, I instituted the Cub
Scout Field Day es an eveni where all ages of Cub Scouts would intersct with
Boy Scouts, Four goals are achieved in this event:

1. Tmprove Cub Scout knowledge of Scout activities and progrom,

2. Help new Cub Dens ta get started in the fall,

3. MHelp Cub Scouts poss some outdoor achievements, and

4. Give Boy Scouta the experience of training younger Scouls.
THE CONCEPT

Boy Scout Troops host the Cub Scout Fisld Day and for them it is o weekend
campores. They chech—in at Appletree Group Comp in the Nontohaln Hubionnid
Forest on Friday and set up typical patreol end trocop campsites. A junior
lender, who haes volunteered be the Field Day Chief, holds a planning meeting
Friday evening wiith the junior leaders from all the troops in camp. Applelree
is w&n ideal site because of ita good éonded camping facilities adjncent o a
large grassed activity field and has parking space for a large number of
daytime wvisitors.

Saturday morning is used to prepare the activity field for Lhe day's
events., Cul Scouls errive akout mid-morning end after on opening ceremony,

participate in the more strepuous events. When the number of Cubh Scouts was



swall, lunch for all was cooked by the Boy Scouts. With lerger numbers of
Cubs, we now ask them to bring their own lunches end the Roy Scouls
demonstrate cooking dutch oven desserts for the entire group. After lunch,
the Scouls continue to lead the Cuba in centests and treining until aboui
3:30 pm. The Cub Scouts leave after the closing ceremony end if someone lhas
eny energy left, the Boy Scouts might have a softball game. Webeleos Cub
Scouts are invited to stay for the evening campfire and m Cub-Dad overnight,
often an guesta of their prospective Scout Traop.

Sunday, after a chapel service, is cleanup day. Because Appletrees Group
Canp is a fee arem, the Boy Scouts arrange to do a ;ervice project for the
Forest Service to reduce the cost of the weekend. Cub Scout Field Doy is held
in the fell, shortly after Cub Packs have reformed. 'This event gives Den
Feaders a gonl to get new dens organized. The day’s fellowship and
conmpetition develop den spirit. Being in the fall, the Scout service project

often halpa the Forest Service claose the campgreound for the winter,
DETATIS OF FIRLD DAY EVENTS

All events are run end scored by Boy Scouts. Their adult leaders stoy in
the background ready to help with crowd-contrel, scoring prolilems, safety
suggastions, or if parenis and Den Leaders attempt to unduly influence how the
events are run, The Den Leader or a parent must siay with each Den ws they
move through the variocus events. Scores are recorded on a 3x6 card held by
the Scout ecoring each event. Equipment should include encugh cards and

pencils,



Hegistration

Fegistration is handled by st leest two edults at a point adjacent to the
vigitor perking area. Several Scouta, backed up by an ndult, direct traffie
and organize parking. A two-page information sheet with mop (Fig. 1} is given
to each Den lLeader at o previous Pack meeting and large, prominent signs are
pleced aleng the highways nt all critical turns; we have many new adults ench
year whe do not need {o stert the day having trouble finding the campsite.
Eguipment for registration includes a dining fly, folding teble end chairs, a
"Check In Here" sign, sigon-in sheet, pencils, and a shoe-box or bank bag to
hold regietration fees and change., Prepayment of fees, or covering cests some
cther wey is desirable but not always possible. The sign-in sheet should show
the following information: Pack and Den numbers, number af Cubs in Den,
number of leaders, and amount of fees collected from each Den. The patch we
give to each perticipant consiets of two parts, the permanent 3-inch
embroidered circle end a date tah each year {Fig. 2), thus we alsc need a
count ITrom each Den of the number of Cubs and Leaders who already have a patch

from previous years.

Opening Ceremony

Gatlering around the flagpole Tor & Flag ceremony and Scout Oalbh snd Low
starts the formal activities for the day {Fig. 3}. This is s good time for the
Den Leaders to reganin conlrol of their excited charges and for the Scout hosts
to outline the events of the day, explain any rules, and point oui important
locations such as bathrooms. If Paclmasters feel thot encugh of their Cubs
know the Cub Scout Promise or Lew, these can be included in the Opening

Ceremony, preferably led by n younger Scout or Den Chief who still knows the
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Sample information sheet igsned by District Committee.

CUD SCOUT FIELD DAY — 198G
-October 10 — 12

Gomes and races, contesta of Cub Scout skills ead demonsirabions
of Scout camping. Contests and games are chosen ta help Cub
Scouts complete several Wolf and Besr echievements.

Appletree Group Camp, Mantahale MNational Forest (see map).

Saturday, Octolber 11, 1985, Checl-in: 9:30 te 1D:15.
Activities start at 10: 30,

All registered Cub Scouts mnd their femilies,

Cub Dens and Families will bring their own lunch end drink. Boy
Scouts will prepare dessert for ell in s cooking demonstretion,

$3.00 for each Cub Scout. This fee, to be paid at check—in on
Saturdey, covers owards Tor the dens, special purticipation
emblem for each Cub, and dessert,

Erch Pack should muske reservations, giving oumber of dens and
gpproximate mmber of Cubs end adulis by October Tth to: Lloyd
Swift, b24-4304. WENELOS Dens can stay Saturday night for a
Father-Son campout by notifying Lloyd 8wift in ndvence.

Cub Scout Field Day is sponsored by the Boy Scout Troops of Smoky Mountain
Districlt {Macon County). In addition to providing fun and fellowship, Lhe
purpaose is Lo help Cubs pass their achievements and to provide s chonce for
Cubs to see iwo impertent elements of the Boy Scout Program, cemping ond
working Logether to help and Leach younger Scouts. Field Pay evenls will be
similar to those used in past veara:

b -
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Tug-0-Har.

d0-yard, gorilla, kangoroo-hop, end crab—walk races (Dear
R15).

Good Scout Relny: know Dobeat requirements.

Softbell toss {Dear #18),

Gymnastics (Wolf #1}.

Enoct tying {Bear #22).

Rope throw {Beor #22).

Water haul relay.

Cemp safety gquiz.

The number snd type of events may vary depending on the nuober of Cubs
attending and space available. The water haul reley is a highlight event for

the Cubs but

they tend to get wet and muddy. A towel and change of shoes end

gacks are useful,



Figure 1b. Map included with Field Doy informatien sheet.
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Figure 2. Patch and year teb for Cub Scout Field Day, issued by Smoky Mountain
Mairict, DPaniel Boone Council accentuates the theme of Cub—to—Scont

transilion with the symbology of a handshake.

i

Fipure 1. Cubs, parents, and their Sconl hosts gather at the flogpole for the

opening cereaony of Cab Scout Field Day.



Cub ceremonies. The begining of Field Day is on excellent opportunity for e

pep—tnlk built around the Cub Scout Motto, "Do Your Best®,

Tug—{-Hor

The Tug-0-War hegins Field Pay. Den versus Den builds "team spirit"_nnd
the Dens waiting their turn can be whipped.into a formidable cheering squad by
a clever set of Scoute working on the sidelines (Fig. 4). Equipment needed is
a whistle, a long rope, lerge enough to hold but not tap_hﬁg-fnr Cub-sized
hends, a rag te mark the rope center, end scme hindef—twing and pegs to define
the "pit". The Tug can be B fun event, or if encugh time is available, we
hﬁld a single-elimination contest with a ribben for best Den’s Tlung.

With s large number of Cubs, we divide the group and run the Fool races
and do the Tug at the same time. The Scouts running the Tug learn to watch

their Dens and match greups which have similar number and sizes of boys.

J0-Yard Dash

This is one element of Bear Achievement 16. Resources needed are s
whistle, two long pieces of binder-twine end pegs to define the stert and
finish lines, twop Scouis to manage the start, and three Sceuts at the Finish
line to pick first three plﬂcgs out of each heat. The sites for this and Lthe
gnimel races must be carefully chosen, ovoiding uneven terrain, hoeles,
branclies, and tharns {Fig. 5). Again, Secouts try to match similar sized Cubs
for each hent. By eliminstion, the best three rinners of the day con be
determined and given individual ribbﬁns and bonus points for their Den's
score. Separate races and awards for Tiger, Woll + Bear, nnd Webelos Cubs may

be mpproprinte to compensate for their different ages.



Figure 4. Scouts directing a Tug-0-War for Gubs.

Fignre h. The 30-yard dash event being run at Appletree Campground.
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Crob, Gorille, ond Kongaroo Hoces

These races eslso are part of Bear Achievement 16. A track smaller thon
30 yards is leid out using binder-twine for start and finish lines. Assemble
similar equipment and stoaff as for the other race. With larger groups of
Cubs, several tracks might be set up to run more than ene of the animal races
at a time. Have Scouis or experienced Cubs demonstrate these unusunl recing
positions (Fig. B). Best recers for each event cen receive ribbons and earn

hopus points for their Den,

Cooking Demonstration

We are fortunate to have adults in our District staff whe like te cook
anid to teech cooking., When duties are assigned for the morning, several
Sconts who wish to learn the mysteries of campfire baking are detailed to help
prepare the luncheaon dessert (Fig. 7). Part of the entry fee for Field Day
pays for cooking ueterials, dispossble plates, spoons, napkins, end trash
baga. The cooking arem should be located where the Cubs can view the
preparations while waiting their turn for the wmorning events. EKeep the
communnl cocking and eating area eway from the Troop campsites.

The nunmber of ofterncon events and how they are run depends upen the
number of Cub Dens. During the lunch break, the junior leaders in charge of
the allernoon events meet briefly to Tinnlize the program and schedule, IT &
large nunber of Dens are expecied, events should be set up with dual
focililies te handle two or more dens at the same time.

AfLernpon events are set up Bs statiens around the field and in the camp

area. Cub Dens ench stort at a different stetion and move in order through
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the series, going to the next station et shout 20 minute intervals. The

Scout in churge of Field Day must explain this to the Cubs and their mdults
after lunch. Furnishing esch Den Leader with & map or liat of staiiona for
their particular sequence is very helpful. The Field Bny Chief should nlso

eateblish some mignal such as a whistle blast to identify the time to move.

Softbnll Toss

This is an exercise of Besr Achievemeni 16, Rach Cub throws m softbull
for distance (Fig. B}. They may have second or third tries to use up the time
period. HResources are n Tairly large open spnce away from other events, a
start line and 50—, lﬂﬂ—fnct, ete distance markers, two softballs, a tape
measure, end Scouls to spot where the ball lands, meusure distances, and
return balls to the stert line. Score for participation. Record nomes of the
Cubs with the three furthest throws for individunl ribbons and bonus points.

Separate awards for Tiger, Wolf/DBear, amnd ¥ebelos will be useful.

Rope Throw

This is part of Beer Achievement 22. The Cub is shown how to coil and
throw 8 rope to hit a target 20 fest away and then each Cub takes one turn
(Fig. 9) with those who miss being given repeat iries as long ms time allows.
Bring a well-used and limp rope that is et lenst 6 feet longer than the
distance te the target. The terget can be o 2-foot space between two slakes
or & hat to represent the hemd of & drewning person to be saved. Score for
perticipation ond proficiency with a minimun of § if every Cub tries and 14 if

Bll save their victim.
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Good Scout Relay

This is the Hobeat requirement. Becnuse Field Day comes early in the
Full, many new Cubs may not know their Motte, Salute, Sign, Handsheke, Law, or
Promise. Therefore, the Scouts directing this station will be both teaching
and testing. One way to do this event is to hove n worm-up session with each
Ben when they first get to the stetion and then hove them stand behind v line
and come up to the Scout one at a time. He will ask only one question at
random Trom the list end coach the Cub through the correct response. Cubs
repeat taking their turn until time expires.. Score for porticipatioen and
proficiency between B and 10 points, expecting more.frum the older, more
experienced boya. The nduli who oversees this stotion may vwish to prepare n
cue—card Tor the Scout running the event to use as s reference te the Cub

Motto, Taw end Promise,

Gymastics

This event is a combination of exerciees taken from Wolf Achievement 1.
Cubs run & path marked by twine which has gherp, right-angle jogs to simulete
a previeus Dodge-Spring requirement. Thaey veult over a pale leshed betiween
two trees to perform the femce vault. On a large tarp or sheet of
polyethylene laid on smooth ground they do forward and backward somersaults
and then walk the narrow edge of a 12-foat 2x4 lashed at gruund ievel to
siakes. More can be ndded hecause this exercise is completed faster thuan any
of the other events. Hguipment needed is rope and twine, a pole, tarp, the
2x4, end several stout stokes. Each step should be demonstrated by the Scouls

manoging the event, Scare up te 10 for participation and proficiency.



Enot Tying

This is a partion of Achievement 22 which requires the Benr io tie lhe
square and slip knots, among others. Usually the knois must be demonsirated
and taught to the Cubs (Fig. 10) and secoring up to 10 points is based on
participation and to a lesser degree, weccomplishment. Tigers may not get
beyond the overhand knot end Webelos should be expected to learn one er two
extra knots. DBut time is limited, so do not attempt too much, The overhand
end two half hitches seem Lo be the next easiesl te learn. Rguipmenl includes
12 pieces of limp rope and a pole to tie koots eround. Double the eguipment
if you expect to handle two Dens et one time. Hhité sash cord with ene end
dyed red makes excelient practice rope because the pattern of the iwo ends is
easier to see when teaching the sguare knot. This event goes best with

severnl Scouts serving as conches to the Cubs.

Comp Safety Quiz

Ho specific schievemenl is satisfied by this eveni, however thrqngh it
Cubs leara much about safety whilé vigiting & Scout Campsite. A Troop rigs
purt of their comp te contnin as mony safety hazards as they can imagine,
psually about 20-25, Exposed axes, tent ropes, unattended fire with trash near
it wre the type of items left for the Cubs to discover. Each den walks
through the campsite as a group cnlling out eafety hazards they ses {Fig. 11).
Scoring to 18 points is bosed on percentoge of hazards feund. Often, Cubs
#ill identify some extra eafety problems not in the planned set! Initielly,
the Scout leeding this inupection may need to point out m few items to help

the Cubs get Into the spirit of the gome.
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Figure 10. A potient Boy Scout teaching four Cubs and a younger sister heow

tie the overhond knot.

Figure 11. A Den of Cubs inspecting the unsafe cumpsite.

to
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Erife and Axe

This event is mainly a tenching demcnstration and scoring is based on
participation in terms of paying attention and answering questions {(Fig. 12}.
The material covered is similer to the "Toten-Chip" class. Equipment includes
knives, a hand axe with sheath, sharpening stone, and e chopping hluck.r
Because of the hazerds which might come from a peorly tanght class, I prefer

to have a rehersel with the Scouts leading this event.

Water Ilaul Relay

This event worries leaders and parents, earns no echievemeni, teaches no
lesson, but is pure fﬁn for the Cubs end Scouts. The abject is_tu hold a
relay race between two ar more dens to fill their 5-gollon barrels with water
using fire buckets made from #1{ cans. The fun cones from the buckets being
slightly leaky end the source of water being B creek with B8 gomewhat maddy
bank. The natural tendency of young boys to play in waier ond mud is brought
out by this devilish event. It is the most popular of the day, if the weather
is warm, If each den is timed, then the event can be scored by giving 10

points to the fastest 10% of the dens, 9 points to the next fastest 10%, etc.

Closing Ceremony

Compiling the scores and marking the ribbons takes time and Cubs end
leaders can become restless. A good song—leader is helpful or scome other
activity must be provided. We have had the Boy Scouts put on pianeering
demonstrations such @s a trovois race, jiffy bridge, or let the Cubs cress a

rope bridge the Scouts have built (Fig. 13).
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Ta follow the theme of the day, recognitions and ribbons are presented by
the Doy Scouts, not by adults (Fig. 14). The three Dens with the highest
score each get a large ribbon for their flag., Dens wionning the Tug-0-War also
get large ribbons. Cubs winning individoal races and sofibell toss each get a
small ribben. Every participant gets a patch end year £Eb. A Cub Leader can
lead the Cubs in thenk-you cheers for the lloy Scout hosts, In turm, the

parents and CQub Leaders who transporied and shepherded the Cubs ell day must

be recognized.

Figure 14. Scout who served as Field Doy Chief shows B big grin after

awarding blue ribben to proud Den Leader,
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SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT

An EMT or other medical help should he present durinngield Iay. We
require Bll Scout and Cub units to cerry insurance in erder to participate.
Webelos Dens who plen to stay over Saturdey night for a father—son campout
must make previous arrangements.

The Cub Scout Field Day, held in the Smoky Mountain District-Daniel Boone
Council, has developed over a ten—year period with no change in the plan or
goals but with many small refinements in technique to make the dey pass
smoothly. Now, with the extended sge span of the Cub program, we must make
some major changes in how the evenis are held. Deceuse one of the Field Day
gonls is to complete some Bobcat, Walf, end Dear Achievements, we could limit
participation to Cubs of those renks. Or we could reguest that Tiger Cubs not
be brought to Field Day. These restrictions might be poasible if the Field Day
program were just beginning in s District. Alternatively, Field Day could
have activities appropriate for emch ege-group. BSeparnote races osnd awards for
ench age is a solution snggested earlier in this report. Having alternate
afternoon events for the Tigers and Webelos is another selution if enough Cubs
in each program will participate.

The plenning committee for a Gub Scout Field Day should include
representative Cub Leaders as well as leanders of the Scout Troops which will
host Field Day, Cub leaders may suggesi other contests to aid their unit
programs er prefer to alter the owards scheme described in this report io
eliminate inter—den rivalry and the inevitable situstion of someone being

secand-best,
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