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ARSTRALCL

T hias been said by athers that a Scouter in the Oflicial BSA wmilonm with correet badge placement las a lot of
impact un Scouts at the Troop level that are only dressed partinily in the BSA unifonn. By dressing correctly and

alike, you and o1l other Scouts, show that you are equal.

This thesis is beity written to enlighten Contmissioners about their uniform and kow to place their awards and
badpes on their unilotn, There a1c too many Commissioners ad Seouters wearing their uniform wrony, and
they are the reason for the uniltn problem at the troop Jevels when a Seount says that they do nut have to wear
some part of the Scout unilutm because “so and so™ does nol. Take time ta ook at your unilonn, and sec whether

it teety the OTieinl BSA unilonn.

What is the Ofticial BSA unilorm? The Olficial BSA Unilorin consists of, o shirl, shoils or trousers, s web-belt,
and appropriate sucks, preen with a red tab around the top. (Two other items that go along with the unilonm are
Me eap; witteh is usuaily a troop decision, and the shoes or boots; which are chosen by the Scout)  BSA has
given us guidelines for what they feel s the appropriate oflicial uniform for the Scouts (o wear. All of the

approved clothing by BSA has "DSA oflicial™ printed in U pannent.

For this Thesis, the “Commissioner” s the wmain Leadet [or the Scouter and Scout and shoald wear the correct

“BSA ulficial uniform® whenever they dress in g Scoul unilorm fur any type of Boy Scoul Function,
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INTRODUCTION

Next time you are with a group of Seout Leaders, take 2 monent and cutipare theit uniforms with the other
fenders’ unilonns ot the meeting. Compare (o see i all the wniforms Jook the same, Mure than likely, notwo
anifonns wit look he same. One reason could be beemse of the Lype of badges thot are on each of the uniforms.
These badges conld be wnporary badges, or they could b the different lodge OA flaps, or how the embraidercd
knots are placed on the miform, Al of these reasons will ke {he unifonn appear different. Another way is to
lave the placement of the patehes placed i the wrong Tocation un the Scout uniturm. Thete is o vorrect way (o
phice your hadges on the unifonn, Just because (he patches are different; this does nol take away from the wilonn,
but beeause the pateh is in s wrong location on the uniform, it will make a difference in (he way the uniform will
lovk. ‘This is what this thesis will inlony Cljll!lllliﬁsiltltll.‘:l's and Scout Leaders about. 1t is entitled:
SDETERMINING THE IMPACT OF PROPER UNIFORM AND PATCH PLACEMENT WORN BY THE

COMMISSIONER UPON SCOUTS AND SCOUTERS,”
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METHOD

Over thi: years, it has been naticed that diflerent BSA leaders uniforms wers worn incorveetly and some had
badpes located in the wrong lucation, 1t is mmazing that these leaders have gotten Lo where they arte in Scouting,
whien they can not put tieir awards or hadpes ot their wniform correetly. There are many hooks aud anicles
published hy the Buy Scauls of America on the correct procedure for wearng a uniform and correet tadpe
placement on the BSA Seout uniform. A person as knowledgeable as a Commissioner should know the correct
procedure. Over the past fow years, | have wanted o wrile a teport on this topic. Since that time, 1 have been

coliecting dilferent baoks and articles ou aniforms in seonting and badpe placenent oi the whifmmy,

One thing it | have learned is that thete 14 0 vast smonnt of information on different B3A tupics and that nobody
shuuld be lost for knowledge about how to dress currectly or attach a patch in the wioog location on the Scunl
anilorme, 1 this is true, why are thene sa ny Commissioners and Scont Leaders wearing the wrung unifonn and

placing the badges in e wintg lgeation un their uniforms?

t hope by writing Llis thesis that Conumissioners and Scout Leaders will take tinte to read this thesis. 1S casy
teading and a compacet dogunent tiat containg a lot of imfonmation on te Scout unifonn and (cls how wnd why the

tadges are supposed Lo be worn as shuwn by the BSA publications.
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RESULTS:

A Comunissioner is someone that the Scouters and Seouts loolc up Lo for help within the Scouting, Program. The
Commissioner needs to wear the complele Oicial Uniform whenever T is doing oflicial husiness within the
Scouting Prograsn, 1S said that the Official Scout wniform will help you achicve the uljectives ol Scouting. The
Commissionets are seen by all and te way he i dressed makes an impression on everyone he comes in conlast

witli.

The Ollicial BSA Unilomm, as previously stated, is a shirt, shorts or Housces, A helt, atud socks.

Thete are other items with *BSA Official” printed on them, tmt these are clothing items which are extras that the
Seout does not have ta wear nnless he wants w for personal reasuns. One item is the eap, Boy Scoul leaders wear
e alive and red visor cap, ambor canpaign hat, 'I'ln, carapaipn hat is made of felt with # lcather BSA hat band.

The First Class Scoul Pin is approved [or youth wear only (o wear on the campaign hat, The adult leaders e only

wear the Adult Universal Hat Pin on Uhe Campaign Hid.

Nat only docs the Comumissioner need o wear the uniform gorrectly, but he necids to have all his cmbtems correetly
{ocnted on his unilonm. This is hnportant because it lets others know thie present. status of an adult Scout

leader.

Many Commissioners atd leaders teel that. there is a Class “A™ and & Class “B™ nniform within the BSA. This

i incortect cven (ought many troops choose Lo wear, in informal situations, a truop T-shid, cap, of some color
Jnil shirl. This is acceptable wear, but is not the official BSA unifurm. There is oply one official Boy Scout
aniform, and it s the tan shitt with olive green shorts or Lrousers with the apprapriate socks which are green with
2 red tab around the top. You an officially wear sither the BSA crew socks or e knee socks with your BSA

unilonn.

The colored shoutder epaulets identify the area of seonting that a leader is ivalved in. Blue is for Cub Scouting,
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red is for Buy Scouting, biaze is for Varsity Scouting, green is fur Exploring, silver is for Couneil and District, and
pold is for National and Regionat, A Scouler should alwnys weat the corzecl color Epaulets of” positon in which

he is luctioning,

One of the st important picees vl clothing that & Scout of Seunter wenrs is the shirt, 1tis impuriant beeause i
Jets uthers kinow he status of that person, [ will be explaining only abut the leaders unifintn since that is what a

Conunissioner ticeds (0 wear,

Fivst il poes without saying, that the Comuiissioner's wiforu should be clean and neat in appuarance, The
Commnissionet needs (o have the silver epaulets on both the vight and lefl shoulder loops ol the shirt.
On the ght slecve, the Cammisstoner should hiave the United States Flag wurn under (he shioulder yeam.
Nothing clse showld he attpehed on the Cmmnissinnc;‘s right sleeve, There ate a (bw Cotunissioners Uiat wear the
Quality Unit Award. The Camytissionet is uol 3 pat of'a Unit and should not wear this patch, For the
Comitissioner’s informtion, only the muost recently enmed Quality Unit emblem may be wom by o Troap.
On the lefl sleeve, the Comnissiuner shutld wear his Counci) cimblem and entblem of affice. The emblen of ollice
is rontered 4 inehes beluw the lefl shoulder seant, Under the emblem vl oflice, i’ the Commisstoner has been
traitied for that allice, 11;c Trained emblet nay be worn. Lnder the Trained einblem, the Arrowheud Hutor is
worn. The Trained Leader Emblem iy be worn onby in connection witl the cmblem of ullice for which hasic
training has been completed.
The right pockel is anuther area that contusion for the placement of emblums is seen. If a Conunissionet hias
attended 2 Jambaorce, this cmblem is warn above the tight puckel, above the interpreter suip, if worn, and above
the Nameplate atd above the BSA strip, which is jncluded on all the oflicial BSA shirts., The Nameplate shondd
be worn hy all Commissioners so that a1l Sconiters in their District will be able o tnuw whao ey ane speaking

with without asking. 1t is not an ulficial rulitig by the BSA [or the Cummissioner to wear i Nameplate, but is one

that will help the Commissioner beeome Kngwn while attending, Round Tables, Campurees and other #SA related



.

DETERMINING THE IMPACT OF PROPER UNIFORM AND PATCH PLACEMENT
WORN BY THE COMMISSIONER UPON SCOUTS AND SCOUTERS.

lunctions. (Nameplates, per the Insignia Guide, me while Tetters on black plastic backpround.}

Another entblen that is worn on Use ap ol the right pocket is Qi Order al the Artow lodge instgnia, This lodpe
insignin is enmed afler heing elected to membership of the Order of the Attow and suceessiully complete the
Ordeal experience and participate in the induction ceremoty,

A temporary insignin emblem may bewort on a Seaut shirt. 1t may be worn centered on the right packet below
the right pocket fap. Usually these emblams, which are temporary now, have a button string altached so you will
not hatve to sew it to your uniform. Connissioners chould know that lempotary insipnias are not Teyuired lor
sorrect unifurms,

On the lelt pocket, badges of rank are nol wum by adults, Service stars, wiedals ad embroidered knots are wortt
above e feft pocket on the adull usiloon, The ctubroidered knats are representative of metal pin-on awnrds and
are desipned for preater convenience of the wearer. ';”lu.:ru is no wearing scquence for the cinbroidered kools

ont the aduit uniform, They are wom above the deil poclket in rows of three.  ILis supgested (hat the knot deemed
most important by the wenter be worn on their own right . The correct way to attach (he embroidercd forots o the
gl 1 to have the Toop ol the embroidered square knol, that comes in front of the standing part, always (o the
wearer's tight. Service stars are o be worn centered, 3/8 of an ineh over the 1ol pocket of cmbraidered knots.
Anather cinblem that is worn abuve the 1l pocket is the World Crest cmblem. I is worn, it is centered over the
lelt, pocket, 3 inghes below the 1efl shoutder seotn, This emblem may be worn by all members ol the BSA asan

expression of brotherhood.

Anatlier popular picee of clothing for the Commissioner is the red wool jac-shint. The proper tiversal emblan for
the branch of Scouting (hat the weater is a part af, shrould be worn on the Jetl pocket. The Philinont bull enblem
was espectally designed for this jac-shirt. It is to be sewn on the left shoulder above the pocket. The Order of the
Agrow adapied the red wool jac-shirt as its allicial jaclkel, Menihers of the OA iy weat the f-inch national Orider
ofihe Arrow centercd on the back. Other approved cinblems Lhat can be wornt on the back of the jac-shint are the

farge Philnont amblen, the NESA mblem, jamboree emblems (wotn only by repistered jaubores participants
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and stafl), Nalionst Canping School cmblems, Seoutmaster Awasd of Merit cmblem, and Internationnl Participant

emblems. Only une such eblem may be worn at a time,
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CONCLUSIONS:,

This thesis will improve the Scouting program by enlightening our fellaw Commissioners and Scout T.eaders ta
becoming knowledgeable about the Scont Unifoom and badpe placement on their uniform. This alone will help
the Commissioner's staff jn beconting betier leaders to help Troops out when they perfurm a formal inspeetion for
a Troop at their request. This is only a small part of what a Commissioner does, but at least he will now be doing
the Troop inspection correctly and will not be incorrect by wearing improper badge placement on their own

wnifon,
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